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The last Annapolis Monday Report for this regular session of the Maryland General Assembly Session will be forwarded tomorrow following adjournment tonight at midnight.

LAST WEEK


All of MRA’s “anxiously waiting” paid off last week when the House Economic Matters Committee pulled the plug on electricity re-regulation by voting overwhelmingly (21-2-1) to reject Governor O’Malley’s legislation (SB 844).  The vote came after many hours of meetings by the Public Utility Subcommittee.  The O’Malley Administration and other proponents were given every opportunity to make their case.  In the end, there were too many doubts and more questions were unanswered than answered.  Even MRA and the other proponents were surprised by the margin in light of the effort by O’Malley.  Still, it’s not over until it’s over!

Not much else happened on bills of concern to retailers and that was a good thing.  Both versions of the fur labeling bills (HB 208/SB 342) remain in the House Economic Matters Committee.  The consumer contract bill (HB 1048) took a turn for the worst but remains in the Senate Finance Committee where there is little support.  The sponsor offered amendments that made effective in Maryland before the July 1, 2010 Federal date recent rules on credit cards that included the effective prohibition on same as cash or zero interest financing programs, i.e. the prohibition would be effective October 1 in Maryland.

The Senate version of the shift break bill (SB 660) remains in the Senate Finance Committee with no signs of interest.  There was a brief scare last week that the overtime bill (HB 1249/SB 660) would move as a second prize for the supporters of the shift break bill.  Both versions, however, remain in committee. The employee misclassification bill (SB 909/HB 819) should receive final enactment with the retail industry exemption.  The flexible leave bill received preliminary House approval on Saturday afternoon and should have no problem reaching the Governor’s desk.


MRA reached agreement on the service contract bill (SB 792/HB 868) that keeps service contracts under the present regulation separate from the new regulation on insurance of portable electronic equipment.  Knowing the current aggressive posture of the Maryland Insurance Administration, look for possible litigation and the legislature revisiting this issue.

The MRA opposed financing statement bill (SB 62) failed in the House Economic Matters Committee.  The Economic Matters Committee also rejected two workers compensation bills (HB 1253 and HB 1256) opposed by MRA.  The workers comp enforcement bill (HB 1346/SB 987) will probably pass but could be further weakened.  The watered down bottle bill (HB 248) may not get out of the Senate Committee.  The Senate Finance Committee rejected the BPA bill (HB 1540).


The House Judiciary Committee is still holding the lead paint - market share bill (HB 1156), the bankruptcy homestead exemption (HB 1340) and the amount needed for a jury trial.  MRA opposes the first two but supports the jury trial bill.

Despite engendering a lot of commentary and press coverage, it would take a miracle for the Amazon tax bill (SB 1071) to pass.  There is always next year!
THIS WEEK


The session ends this evening at midnight.  MRA will continue its posture of “anxiously waiting” and midnight cannot come too soon.


There is plenty of time to move the Senate version of the fur labeling bill.  Same for the consumer contract bill (HB 1048) in the Senate.  One can also expect a last ditch effort by the O’Malley Administration to move a stripped down re-regulation bill.  As the day after Easter, bill resurrections are always possible and late amendments can cause major damage!

MRA actually has two important hearings today.  SB 80, sponsored by the State Health Department, increases penalties and gives local government enforcement authority in tobacco sales to minors.  It is up in the House Economic Matters Committee.  HB 1573, in the Senate Finance Committee, prohibits the Comptroller from enforcing the long dormant soda fountain tax.
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